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VLR of UN SDGs1
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2030 Agenda and SDGs: monitoring and evaluation

• Member states’ submission of

Voluntary National Reviews to UN

HLPF as basic institutional

arrangement to monitor and

evaluate the progress

• Local urban stakeholders also play

influential roles

2030 Agenda and 17 SDGs Adopted in 2015
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Voluntary Local Reviews (VLR)

• Topic of Global conversation in HLPF

since 2018

• Medium for locally-sourced information

and mutual knowledge exchange at the

local level

• Growing number cities launching VLR

Voluntary Local Reviews of SDGs



• UCLG and UN Habitat: launching a VLR

Series which aims to provide guidance,

definitions and technical support to any

local and regional government aiming to

engage in the VLR process.

• Handbooks for VLRs also launched by

European Union and Brookings Institute

Voluntary Local Reviews of SDGs



First VLR of Guangzhou in 20202
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Guangzhou-the 3rd largest city in China

Guangzhou—Oasis on the Tropic of Cancer

Guangzhou—A famous cultural city with a profound historical legacy

Guangzhou—A persistently flourishing Millennial Business Capital

Guangzhou—A vibrant city with a global perspective



Linkage of the City’s Overall Development Strategy with Sustainable 
Development Goals

Leave no one behind: 
Multiple forms of 
public participation on 
site



Linkage of the City’s Overall Development Strategy with Sustainable 
Development Goals
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City of Flowers - Beautiful and Livable A vibrant international metropolis

Beautiful land, spatial 
pattern

Prosperous and open 
international metropolis

Charming 
Lingnan, 
a city of  
culture

Inclusive and sharing,
home to happiness

Baiyun Mountain and Pearl River, 
auspicious City of Flowers

Pastoral Lingnan, 
rural revitalization
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Key Data---Descrpitive Review--Case Boxes for Priority Review Goals
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Future steps of VLR3
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1. Fostering local imprementaion forces of SDGs

• Achieving sustainability for urban 

/rural community is  important for 

SDG11 , also other SDGs

• VLR shall not only exchange best 

experience but also  indentify 

aspects in need of joint efforts
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Source: UN Habitat



2. More efficent data governance to support quantitative  mornitoring

• Monitoring framework and indexes 

are ralatively less difficult to invent, 

while feeding data is always not easy
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Source: UN Habitat Source: EU Commission



2. More efficent data governance to support quantitative  mornitoring
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• Urban /Rural development evaluation lead 

by  MHURD, China  Explores for 

Integration of three categrories of data:

• Statistics and Muli-source data from 

city government

• 3rd Party Data Supplier (ICT firms/ 

remote sensing/ laser point cloud) 

• Public voluntary datta : (Satisfatory 

suvery/ photo & upload) 

Source: RRLAB @SYSU 



3.  Fitting review and evaluation of SDG into the development Circle
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Source: UN HabitatSource: Urban development 

eveluation team, MHURD China



Thank You
huangdingxi@upagz.cn


