
Gaps, Opportunities and 
Recommendations to implement the 
SDGs during the COVID-19 Era in the Asia 
and Pacific Region 

Dr Katinka Weinberger
Chief
Environment and Development Policy Section



2019 20302000

Progress on Harnessing 6 transformative entry points 



analyzing country progress for the six entry points
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• Income is not a silver bullet. 

• Countries with special needs can progress 

relatively quickly

• Last-mile challenges - slow progress in the 

"last-mile" and complex issues, even for 

advanced economies

• There are strong synergies in performance 

across entry points

• What can we learn from the fastest- moving 

countries? 
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MAIN MESSAGES

• The Sustainable Development Goals are vital for a recovery from COVID-19 that 
leads to greener, more equal, and stronger, more resilient societies.

• We face increasing complexity in the policy landscape, a test of governance and of 
commitment to leaving no one behind.

• We need bold steps to steer the world back on track towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

• Government capacity to direct and manage change will be critical for our ability to 
deliver on the SDGs.
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