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Distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen.
Good morning! I am Kim Boo Kyum, Minister of the Interior and
Safety of the Republic of Korea.

I wholeheartedly welcome all of you who are here today at the
Asia-Pacific Regional Symposium on SDGs 2018. Let me first begin
by extending my gratitude to Mr. Liu Zhenmin,
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs of the
United Nations and Mr. Chae Gun Chung, Head of UNPOG, for

making today’s meaningful symposium possible.

I would also like to thank Mr. Meleti Bainiramara, Permanent
Secretary for Rural & Maritime Development and National Disaster
Management of Fiji, Mr. Aslam Alam, Rector of Bangladesh Public
Administration Training Center and all the distinguished participants

who traveled all the way to join today’s event.

Ladies and gentlemen!

The mankind is living in an ever-flourishing world thanks to
unprecedented industrialization and economic development. But, on
the flip side, there are mounting challenges that we should not
overlook anymore, such as the gap between the rich and poor,

environmental pollution and climate change.

A UN statistics shows that over 600 million people in the world are
struggling with  extreme poverty. About 800 million are
undernourished. And, the births of 200 million children under the
age of 5 are not properly registered, so they are at the blind spot

of administrative services.



UN SDGs for the period of 2016 to 2030 embraces a precious
dream of all humanity to address such challenges and promote
universal well-being for all people at any ages. They are the
common goals that all governments should strive to achieve for
accomplishing economic development, sustainable environment and

inclusive society in an integrated manner.

Just 50 years ago, Korea, an aid recipient, was one of the poorest
countries in the world. Korea rose from the ashes of the war to a
major economy through the help and support of UN and other

countries.

Korea and Korean people have always been grateful for their
support. Now, Korea would like to share its accomplishments and
experiences achieved through the Miracle of Han River with

countries around the world.

We will closely work together with the international community not
only for supporting development of developing countries and
narrowing the gap between the haves and have-nots, but also for
promoting sustainable development for harmonious co-existence of

the present and future generations.

I hope this symposium serves as an opportunity to look back on the
path that the UN has taken to accomplish the SDGs and discuss
effective solutions to co-existence and win-win development of the

global community. Thank you.



