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ABOUT UNITAR
We transform mindsets by
offering learning, analytical and
capacity-building solutions, using
our expertise in adult-centred
learning and instructional design
based on modern and certified
methods and tools.

OUR MISSION
“To develop the individual, institutional and
organizational capacities of countries and other United
Nations stakeholders through high-quality learning
solutions and related knowledge products and services
to enhance decision making and to support countrylevel action for overcoming global challenges.”

OUR FUNCTIONS
• Providing high-quality learning solutions to address
the capacity development needs of individuals,
organizations and institutions;
• Advising and supporting governments, the UN and
other partners with knowledge services, including
those that are technology-based;
• Facilitating knowledge and experience sharing
through networked and innovative processes; and
• Integrating innovative strategies, approaches
and methodologies into our learning and related
knowledge products and services.

SDGs AND UNITAR’s 5 PILLARS OF WORK
Within its 5 pillars of work,
UNITAR supports governments to
implement the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.
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* This project proposal is conceived as a joint effort of UNITAR’s Divisions
for Planet and for People.

UNITAR BENEFICIARIES
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UNITAR provided learning, training
and knowledge sharing services
to 322,410 individuals in 2020.
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• Hubs for capacity building and knowledge sharing
• Local presence around the world
• Bring together public and private sector and civil society
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WHAT IS ‘DISASTER RISK REDUCTION’?
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) aims to
reduce the damage caused by natural
hazards like earthquakes, floods,
droughts and cyclones, through an
ethic of prevention.
• A disaster’s severity depends on how
much impact a hazard has on society and
the environment. The scale of the impact
in turn depends on the choices we make
for our lives and for our environment.

There is no such thing as a “natural” disaster,
only natural hazards.

• Each decision and action makes us more
vulnerable to disasters - or more resilient
to them.
Source: UNISDR

THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK FOR
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
2015-2030
“The more governments,
UN agencies, organizations,
businesses and civil
society understand risk
and vulnerability, the better
equipped they will be to
mitigate disasters when they
strike and save more lives.”
- Ban Ki-moon,
United Nations
Secretary-General

The Sendai Framework for
Disaster Risk Reduction 20152030 is the successor of the
Hyogo Framework for Action
2005-2015, and one of the first
major agreement of the post2015 development agenda and
provides Member States with
concrete actions to protect
development gains from the
risk of disaster.
The Sendai Framework
advocates for:
The substantial reduction of
disaster risk and losses in lives,
livelihoods and health and in
the economic, physical, social,
cultural and environmental
assets of persons, businesses,
communities and countries.

THE SENDAI
FRAMEWORK
FOR DISASTER
RISK
REDUCTION
2015-2030

SUBSTANTIAL
REDUCTIONS
A. Reduce global disaster
mortality

B. Reduce the number of
affected people globally

C. Reduce direct economic
loss in relation to GDP

THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK
OUTLINES SEVEN GLOBAL
TARGETS TO BE ACHIEVED
BY 2030:

D. Reduce disaster damage
to critical infrastructure
and disruption of basic
services

E. Increase the number of
countries with national
and local disaster risk
reduction strategies

F. Substantially enhance
international cooperation
to developing countries

G. Increase the availability
of and access to multihazard early warning
systems

INCREASES
REDUCTIONS

UNITAR’s WORK ON DRR
E-learning course on “Resilience of Local
Governments: A Multi-sectoral Approach to Integrate
Public Health and Disaster Risk Management”

• All communities are at risk of emergencies
and disasters, including those associated
with natural hazards, infectious disease
outbreaks, conflicts, technological and
other hazards.  Particularly in the context
of increased urbanization and climate
change, frequency, severity and impact
of disasters are crucial. The health,
economic, political and societal
consequences of these events can be
devastating for developed and developing
countries.
• The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030 and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) recommend
scaling up the implementation of holistic
disaster risk reduction (DRR) policies and
plans, as means to improve resilience to
disasters globally (SDG 11.B).

UNITAR’s WORK ON DRR
E-learning course on “Resilience of Local
Governments: A Multi-sectoral Approach to Integrate
Public Health and Disaster Risk Management”
The United Nations Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction (UNDRR) and its Global
Education and Training Institute (GETI),
the World Health Organization (WHO) and
the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research (UNITAR) are offering this
e-learning course to present the Public
Health System Resilience Scorecard for
Cities and the Health Emergency and
Disaster Risk Management Framework as
tools to integrate disaster risk management
strategies and public health, while following
a multi-sectoral approach.

GLOBAL COVID-19 CRISIS: CURENT FIGURES

COVID RESPONSE
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is a stark reminder
of the need to cooperate across borders, sectors,
and generations. Our response will determine how
quickly the world recovers, how well we achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals, and how we
manage pressing challenges - from the climate crisis
to pandemics, inequalities, new forms of violence, and
rapid changes in technology and in our populations.
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POST-COVID TRANSITION
2021 PRIORITIES
- António Guterres
UN Secretary-General
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• Disasters cause 150 billion
dollars of damage every year
across the globe
• Women and children are 14
times more likely to die in
natural disasters than men
• Inclusive and accessible postpandemic recovery requires
international collaboration
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POST-COVID TRANSITION
UN Roadmap for post-COVID Recovery
The COVID-19 crisis has exposed stark global
inequities, fragilities and unsustainable practices
that pre-date this pandemic and have intensified its
impact. This UN Research Roadmap for the COVID-19
Recovery provides a framework for leveraging
the power of science in support of a better socioeconomic recovery and a more equitable, resilient and
sustainable future.

United
Nations

2030 AGENDA AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes
and reaffirms the urgent need to reduce the risk of
disasters. In addition to direct references to the outcomes
of the Third UN Conference on DRR (Sendai Framework),
there are specific opportunities to achieve SDGs through
reducing disaster risk. For example, by reducing exposure
and vulnerability of the poor to disasters or building resilient
infrastructure. There are also several SDGs and targets
that can contribute to reducing disaster risk and building
resilience, even where disaster risk reduction is not explicit.
Targets related to promoting education for sustainable
development under SDG# 4, such as building and
upgrading
education facilities and ensuring healthy
•
lives, as well as targets under SDG#11 (cities) and
under SDG# 9 (building resilient infrastructure) reaffirm
the interrelationship between disaster risk reduction and
sustainable development. amongst others can be cited.

COVID-19 RESPONSE
AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE
Cities are on the front line of coping with the pandemic and its lasting impacts. Across the globe, COVID-19 is threatening
cities and communities, endangering not only public health, but also the economy and the fabric of society.
UN-Habitat, the UN agency for housing and urban development, is working with national and local governments to help
them prepare for, prevent, respond to and recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. The UN Habitat COVID-19 Response
Plan aims to:
• Support local governments and community-driven solutions in informal settlements
• Provide urban data, evidence-based mapping and knowledge for informed decision
• Mitigate economic impact and initiate recovery
UN-Habitat’s COVID-19 Policy and Programme Framework provides guidance for global, regional and country-level
action.
The UN Economic Commission for Africa has proposed specific support to city governments to mitigate and respond to
the economic effects of COVID-19. Africa’s cities account for more than 50% of the region’s GDP, and COVID-19 is likely
to hit African cities hard, with sharp declines in productivity, jobs and revenues.

LESSONS LEARNED
The development of public policies to address significant global
challenges requires greater attention from both developed and
developing countries:
• More than ever, the goals set out in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development must become the basis and
rationale for all public policy.
• The COVID-19 pandemic has more than ever shown
the changing risk environment, as well as the systemic
and overlaying nature of risks that affect and threaten all
sectors. Hence, it has reinforced the call for multi- sectoral,
multi-hazard and preventive and anticipatory approaches
that consistently integrate disaster, climate and crisis risk
management for strengthening the resilience of people, and
the ecosystems they depend on in a sustainable manner.
• Part of the multifunctional and long-term leadership of all
governments and international institutions is required to
address the current scenario, thinking about the new global
system posed by the crisis.

Inter-agency coordination at the
national level and harmonization
at the local and global level must
become a priority.

